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On a hot summer day in August, 1976, ten year-old, Andy Puglisi was playing along with dozens of other kids at the Higgins Memorial Pool in Lawrence, Massachusetts. Then suddenly, he disappeared. Twenty-two years later, filmmaker Melanie Perkins, Andy's childhood friend, began her search for answers in this still unsolved case.

"I remember playing at the pool with Andy the day he disappeared. When I woke up the next morning it seemed like the whole world had changed. There were hundreds of people searching, helicopters flying overhead, people shouting Andy's name over and over again. As a nine-year old girl, I just couldn't comprehend how he could disappear without a trace – sometimes I still can't. Andy's disappearance affected my entire childhood as it did so many of the other children who were there that day. It could have been one of us. I knew I would never forget Andy and I hoped someday I would be able to find out what happened to him."

The filmmaker's research uncovers new and startling information about Andy's disappearance and the facts surrounding his case. "Have You Seen Andy?" is a documentary project that explores the events of that afternoon; re-examines the six-day national search for Andy and follows the police investigation, recently re-opened after two decades. Some of the facts of this case are shocking -- there were at least five "known pedophiles" at the pool that day. The police's main suspect, Wayne W. Chapman was never questioned for or charged with the crime despite being publicly identified as the person believed to be responsible for Andy's disappearance.

"Have You Seen Andy?" is a personal story of a childhood friendship abruptly ended by the tragic abduction of a young boy. With special access and a unique perspective, Ms Perkins conducts interviews with Andy's childhood friends, lifeguards who worked at the pool, local and state police officers who worked on the case and Andy's family. The film will include news footage and newspaper clippings of Andy's disappearance along with an in-depth profile of the suspects in Andy's alleged abduction including Wayne W. Chapman. Chapman was civilly committed for one day to life at the Bridgewater Treatment Center for the Sexually Dangerous for a similar but unrelated crime. At the time of his commitment, officers suspected Chapman's involvement in the disappearance of nearly a dozen missing children. In 1991 Wayne W. Chapman was released from his civil commitment; he is currently eligible for parole and will be released into the community in 2004.

"Have You Seen Andy?" serves the public by showing how law enforcement practices effect missing children's cases, it profiles a number of pedophiles suspected of abducting Andy while explaining the rights of victims (Megan's Law) as well as the rights of perpetrators (CORI). The film explores how families cope with the disappearance of a child and documents the way in which children are educated to help prevent sexual abuse and abduction. This documentary is constructed in a narrative style from the filmmaker's point of view as an adult honoring a childhood friend by telling the story behind the image on the milk carton.

